COMPOSITION

Due Monday June 15, 2009 – give printed copy to me in class or leave it in my mailbox – DO NOT EMAIL ME A COPY. 

This assignment will count for 15% of your grade. Pay careful attention to the criteria for this assignment; incomplete or poorly done assignments will receive poor grades.
The Assignment:


Write in French about a movie – it doesn’t matter if it’s French or American or any other nationality – I just want to see your writing. It can be something you’ve seen before or something new. I am looking for two things:

· A detailed summary of the movie (MUST be written using passé compose and imparfait, and should use plus-que-parfait where appropriate)

· A review – did you like it? Why/why not?
It should be approximately 2/3 summary and 1/3 review - your summary should definitely be longer than your review. 
Sounds easy, right? It is, but I’m looking for quality here. I do not want something you dashed off in five minutes right before you turn it in. I need to know that you took the time to actually do this assignment.  I am looking for the following criteria

· Proper narration in the past tense – when to use each of the tenses (see chapter 3 structures I and II, chapter 4 structure III, and chapter 5 structure I)

· Proper spelling (including accents – if you can’t insert them in Word, then you need to write them in yourself on your printed copy – a Google search for accent shortcuts may help as you type)
· Grammar in general must be good – pay attention to adjective placement, agreement (with adjectives, with subject and verb, etc.) and sentence structure, among other things

· Writing must be appropriate to your level – don’t get in over your head with verb tenses you don’t know, but at the same time don’t be too simplistic. 
· This needs to be original work, of course.

· Look up words if you need to, but be careful to use them properly.  Pay attention to if the word you’ve looked up is a noun, verb, adjective, etc., and be sure to conjugate or make agreement accordingly. If you need it, the vocabulary for chapter 5 is based on movies and may help you.
· This must be typed up, double-spaced, and at least 25 sentences.
Does this mean you have to be perfect to get a good grade? No, of course not – even my writing isn’t perfect.  I will, however, be grading harder than I do on your homework, and every error will count against you to a certain extent.  The assignment is worth 100 points.
Plagiarized work will earn NO points. Incomplete work (only a review with no summary or vice-versa) will receive no more than 50 points which will then be subject to reduction based on errors. 
Yes, it’s a lot. Yes, it will take some time. Yes, 15% doesn’t sound like a lot but there’s only one assignment in this category. 
If you have questions as you are doing it, I will help you out if I can, short of writing something for you.
Bonne chance! (
